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The Divine Interruption
He was a newborn Christian, his faith still bright and shiny, not yet
scarred by the battles that divide the family of God. He came to me in a
state of panic, not from doubt in Christ, but from confusion with a fel-
low believer.

"I was trying to tell him about the hope we have in Christ," he said,
his voice full of earnest frustration. "But he said I was wrong. He said we
have to hope for it—like it's something we don't really have yet. We were
just going in circles, trading verses."

Later, the three of us stood together. The other man was a sincere
brother, seasoned in his faith and certain of his interpretation. The young
believer stood his ground, armed with little more than the simple, pow-
erful truth that had saved him. They were at an impasse, two Christians
looking at the same Bible and seeing a different hope.

So, I began to pray. Not for one to win, but for the Spirit of Truth to
intervene.

In the middle of their stalemate, the young Christian, flustered, sud-
denly veered off topic. A new anxiety spilled out, something about the
afterlife, a tangential fear that seemed unrelated to their debate about
hope.

The other man, seeing his distress, immediately shifted from debater
to comforter. "Oh, don't worry about that, brother," he said gently.
"There's no need to fear. Let me show you."

He opened his Bible to a passage that, on the surface, had absolutely
nothing to do with their argument over hope. It was Jesus' words in John
14: "In my Father's house are many rooms... I am going there to prepare a
place for you... I will come back and take you to be with me that you also
may be where I am."

He read the beautiful, comforting words aloud. And as he read them
to reassure the young man about heaven, the miracle happened.

He heard his own words.
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He heard Jesus not speaking of a distant, uncertain hope, but of a
guaranteed, prepared, and promised future. He heard the certainty in
Christ's voice: "If it were not so, I would have told you."

The truth he had been arguing against was shining forth with unde-
niable clarity from the very scripture he was using to give comfort. The
hope wasn't just a wish; it was a secured reality, guaranteed by the char-
acter of Christ Himself.

He stopped. He closed his Bible. A look of stunned realization
washed over his face. The argument was over. No one had won. The
Truth had simply revealed Himself.

He smiled, a smile of humble, awe-struck surrender. "You guys have
a great night," he said softly, and walked away, a man corrected not by a
man, but by the Spirit of God.

The young Christian and I were left in the silence, our own hearts
burning within us. We had just witnessed a divine appointment. The
Holy Spirit didn't just settle a doctrinal dispute; He orchestrated a mo-
ment of pastoral care to illuminate the one who was blind. He used a
verse about comfort to convict. He used a moment of fear to reveal faith.

This book is about that moment.
It is about the tragic reality that such moments are the exception,

not the rule, in the modern church. We have built entire denomina-
tions—entire identities—on the very kinds of arguments that were just
dismantled by a single, Spirit-filled moment. We have chosen the pride
of being "right" over the humility of being led.

The same Spirit who moved men to write the Scriptures (2 Peter
1:21) is alive in every believer (Romans 8:9), and His primary role is to
guide us into all truth ( John 16:13). He is not the property of a theolog-
ical camp. He is the great Teacher, and He is willing to teach any humble
heart, even if it means using the words from our own mouth to correct
us.

This is a call to lay down our weapons of debate. It is a cry against the
man-made divisions that fracture Christ's body. It is a plea to return to
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the one thing that can unite us: a shared, humble reliance on the Holy
Spirit to lead us into the truth that He Himself authored.

The story in the parking lot proves it is possible. The question is, do
we have the humility to let it happen?
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The Corinthian Cancer
How Factionalism Became Our Tradition

The argument in the parking lot was a microcosm of a disease that
has been infecting the people of God for two thousand years. It’s a spir-
itual cancer, and its first clear diagnosis is found not in a seminary text-
book, but in a frantic letter from the Apostle Paul to a church in chaos.

The church in Corinth was a mess. They were dealing with sexual im-
morality, lawsuits between believers, and chaos in their worship services.
But before Paul addressed any of that, he went straight for the root of the
sickness: their divisions.

“My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have in-
formed me that there are quarrels among you. What I mean is this: One
of you says, ‘I follow Paul’; another, ‘I follow Apollos’; another, ‘I follow
Cephas’; still another, ‘I follow Christ.’” (1 Corinthians 1:11-12, NIV)

Sound familiar? It’s the first-century version of:

● “I’m a Calvinist.”
● “I’m a Wesleyan.”
● “I’m a Pentecostal.”
● “Well, I just follow the Bible.”

We read this and think, “How silly of the Corinthians to divide over
following different preachers.” But we miss the point entirely. The issue
wasn’t the men themselves—Paul, Apollos, and Cephas (Peter) were all
godly apostles preaching the same gospel. The issue was the corporate
identity and pride the Corinthians built around their preferred teacher
and his particular emphasis.

This is the Corinthian Cancer: The sin of building our spiritual iden-
tity on anything other than Christ alone, which inevitably leads to pride,
comparison, and division.

The Symptoms Are Everywhere
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The cancer manifests in tell-tale symptoms we see in every denomi-
nation and non-denominational church today:

1. The Vocabulary of Exclusion: We develop our own insider
language. We talk about "the elect," "the baptism of the Holy
Spirit," "sovereign grace," or "the social gospel" as shibboleths
that identify who is "in" and who is "out." The young Christian
in the parking lot didn't know the code, so he was seen as un-
learned.

2. The Hierarchy of "Rightness": We subtly (or not so subtly)
believe our stream of Christianity is a little more faithful, a
little more biblical, a little more "spirit-filled" than the others.
The man arguing about hope wasn't just disagreeing; he was
operating from a place of assumed superiority, confident his
nuanced interpretation was the correct one.

3. Allegiance to a System over the Spirit: We become more
passionate about defending our theological system (Re-
formed, Arminian, Dispensational, etc.) than we are about be-
ing led by the Holy Spirit into a deeper relationship with Je-
sus. We trust our books, our scholars, and our traditions more
than we trust the still, small voice of the Teacher who lives
within us.

Paul’s diagnosis was brutal and direct: “For when one says, ‘I follow
Paul,’ and another, ‘I follow Apollos,’ are you not mere human beings?”
(1 Corinthians 3:4).

His point is devastating. By dividing over human leaders and their
interpretations, they were acting like unspiritual people, living by the
flesh. They had traded the unifying power of the Spirit for the divisive
nature of human wisdom.

The Antidote is Christocentric
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Paul’s solution was not to try and create a bland, uniform doctrine.
His solution was to re-center everything on Christ.

● “Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you
baptized in the name of Paul?” (1 Corinthians 1:13).

● “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one al-
ready laid, which is Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 3:11).

The cure for the Corinthian Cancer is to relentlessly pull our focus
back to the foundation. It is to ask in every disagreement: "Does this ul-
timately point us to Christ and Him crucified? Or does it point us to the
brilliance of our own interpretation?"

The man in the parking lot was cured the moment his eyes were tak-
en off his argument about "hope" and placed squarely on the person of
Jesus Christ—on His character, His promise, His faithfulness. "If it were
not so, I would have told you." The foundation held. Christ Himself be-
came the answer.

The divisions in your church, the online theological spats, the quiet
judgment between believers from different traditions—it’s not a new
problem. It’s an ancient one. It’s the Corinthian Cancer. And recognizing
it is the first step toward the healing we so desperately need.
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From Factions to Franchises
How "I Follow Apollos" Became "I Am a Baptist"

The sin in Corinth was raw and personal. It was a rivalry between in-
dividuals in a single house church, boasting about their favorite preacher.
It was a cancer in its early, localized stage.

But cancer metastasizes.
What started as "I follow Paul" and "I follow Apollos" did not dis-

appear with a stern letter from an apostle. Instead, it evolved. It became
more sophisticated, more organized, and far more powerful. The person-
al factions of the first century slowly hardened into the theological fran-
chises we know today as denominations.

This was not a single event, but a gradual process of institutionalizing
our disagreements.

The Steps from Faction to Franchise:

1. From Emphasis to Essence: It begins innocently enough. A
godly leader like Apollos had a particular emphasis—he was
a powerful and eloquent speaker, deeply versed in the Scrip-
tures (Acts 18:24-28). This is a gift to the body! But over
time, a group forms that particularly appreciates this empha-
sis. Slowly, the emphasis on eloquence and scriptural reason-
ing becomes, in their eyes, the essence of true spirituality. What
was one flavor in the ice cream shop becomes the only true fla-
vor.

2. From Preference to Polemic: The next step is defining your-
self against others. To solidify your group's identity, you must
highlight how you are different from—and often, more cor-
rect than—the others. The "I follow Apollos" group starts to
subtly (or not so subtly) critique the "I follow Paul" group for a
lack of depth or intellectual rigor. The "I follow Cephas" group
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might be seen as overly rustic or unlearned. This is no longer
just a preference; it's a polemic, a defensive argument for why
your group is superior.

3. From Movement to Machine: Finally, the group system-
atizes its beliefs. It develops distinct doctrines, formalizes its
leadership structure, creates its own seminaries to train pas-
tors in its "distinctives," and writes its own statements of faith
that often serve as much to exclude others as to define itself.
The living, breathing movement of the Spirit becomes a well-
oiled machine, capable of replicating itself across the world.
The "faction" has become a "franchise."

The Modern-Day Corinth
We don't say "I follow Luther" or "I follow Wesley" anymore. We say

"I am a Lutheran" or "I am a Methodist." The language is more polished,
but the spirit is the same. We have baptized our divisions in organization-
al language and given them a street address.

The man in the parking lot, confidently correcting the new believer,
was not just a man with an opinion. He was a product of a franchise. He
had been taught a specific systematic theology, a particular hermeneutic
(method of interpretation), and a set of doctrinal distinctives that shaped
how he read every verse in the Bible, including the word "hope." His cer-
tainty did not come from a fresh encounter with the Holy Spirit in the
moment; it came from the pre-packaged answers his theological fran-
chise had provided him.

This is the tragedy: We have built entire structures that can operate
with minimal reliance on the present, guiding work of the Holy Spirit.
We have our textbooks, our confessions, our traditions. We can "do
church" and win theological arguments without ever stopping to ask,
"Spirit, what are you saying to us right now?"
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The franchise model is efficient. It provides clarity, community, and
history. But it also inherently creates borders. It tells us who is in and who
is out. It builds walls where Christ died to tear them down.

When the franchise's interpretation is challenged, as it was in the
parking lot, the result is often not humble inquiry but defensive debate.
The system must be protected. The franchise's brand of truth must be de-
fended.

But the Holy Spirit is not bound by our franchises. As He demon-
strated so beautifully, He can use the franchise's own manual—the
Bible—to stop a loyal customer in his tracks and reveal the glorious, uni-
fying truth of Christ that transcends all our man-made systems.

The franchises aren't necessarily evil. Many were born from genuine
reform and a return to biblical truth. But when the preservation of the
franchise becomes more important than the unity of the family, the
Corinthian Cancer has reached an advanced and deadly stage.
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The Idol of 'Right' Doctrine
When Being Correct Becomes More Important Than Being Christlike

There is a fine, dangerous line between defending the faith and wor-
shipping our own understanding of it. The first is a duty; the second is an
idolatry so subtle that it wears the mask of zeal.

This is the engine of the Corinthian Cancer: Pride. It is the sin that
takes the good gift of biblical truth and twists it into a tool for self-ex-
altation, creating a hierarchy where the "most doctrinally pure" sit at the
top.

The man in the parking lot wasn't just mistaken about the nature of
hope. He was invested in being right. His identity was tied to his inter-
pretation. To be proven wrong wasn't just an intellectual adjustment; it
would have been a personal demotion. This is why the Holy Spirit's cor-
rection had to be so gentle and indirect—a surgical strike on his pride
that allowed him to save face while surrendering to truth.

How Doctrine Becomes an Idol
An idol is anything we use to give us the identity, security, and sig-

nificance that only God can provide. Our theological systems can easily
become such an idol.

1. It Provides Identity: "I am not just a Christian; I am a Re-
formed Christian." Or a Dispensationalist. Or a Charismatic.
This secondary identity becomes a badge of honor, a way to
feel part of an elite, discerning group. We find our place not
simply "in Christ," but in our particular camp within Christ.

2. It Provides Security: A complex, systematic theology can
make us feel safe. It provides an answer for everything. It
tames the wild, mysterious, and uncontainable God of the
universe into a predictable set of propositions we can master.
This feels much safer than the vulnerable, day-by-day depen-
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dence on the Holy Spirit's guidance. We trust the system more
than we trust the Spirit.

3. It Provides Significance: There is a powerful feeling of sig-
nificance that comes from believing you possess "secret knowl-
edge" or a "more accurate" understanding than other believers.
This was the very lure of the Gnostic heresy, and it remains a
potent temptation today. We feel significant when we can ex-
plain the "deeper meaning" of a parable or decode the symbol-
ism of Revelation in a way that others cannot. This pride is a
direct violation of Paul's warning: "Knowledge puffs up, but
love builds up" (1 Corinthians 8:1).

The Tell-Tale Signs of Doctrinal Idolatry
How do you know if your love for truth has crossed into idolatry?

Look for these symptoms:

● You Find More Joy in Being Right Than in Being Unified.
The thought of compromising on a non-essential point to pre-
serve a relationship feels like a sin, not an act of love.

● You Define Other Christians by What They Get Wrong.
Your primary descriptor for a fellow believer becomes their
theological error ("He's that Arminian guy," or "She's a Pente-
costal who believes in that baptism stuff "), rather than their
identity as a redeemed child of God.

● You Cannot Learn from Someone Outside Your Camp.
You dismiss books, sermons, or insights from believers in oth-
er traditions because you've already decided their foundation-
al "error" taints everything they say.

● Your Disagreements Lack Grief. There is no sorrow in your
spirit when you divide over secondary issues. Instead, there is a
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self-righteous satisfaction in "contending for the faith," which
often masks a joy in defeating an opponent.

The Antidote: Truth Wrapped in Humility
God is not opposed to truth. He is Truth ( John 14:6). But divine

truth is always accompanied by divine character.
The Apostle Paul, who fought fiercely for the truth of the gospel,

gave the ultimate prescription for this sickness: "Do nothing out of self-
ish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the in-
terests of others. In your relationships with one another, have the same
mindset as Christ Jesus" (Philippians 2:3-5).

The mindset of Christ? He, being God, did not consider His equal-
ity with God something to be used to His own advantage. He emptied
Himself, became a servant, and was obedient to death (Philippians
2:6-8).

The cure for the idolatry of "right" doctrine is the mindset of
Christ—a humility that willingly lays down its rights, its superiority, and
its need to win, for the sake of love and unity.

This doesn't mean abandoning truth. It means holding truth with an
open hand, recognizing that our understanding is partial and imperfect
(1 Corinthians 13:12). It means making room for the Holy Spirit to cor-
rect us, even through the most unlikely people—like a new believer in a
parking lot.

The goal is not to be the Christian who knows the most, but the
Christian who loves the most. For it is love, not perfect doctrine, that
Christ said would be the mark of His true disciples ( John 13:35).
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The Willing Teacher
Why the Holy Spirit is the Only Cure for Our Divisions

We have diagnosed the problem: a pride that fractures the body. We
have traced its lineage from ancient factions to modern franchises. The
diagnosis is grim. The prognosis, left to our own devices, is terminal.

But we are not left to our own devices.
The entire Christian life rests on this one, staggering reality: God has

not left us as orphans ( John 14:18). He has not given us a perfect, di-
vinely dictated rulebook and then withdrawn, leaving us to fight over its
interpretation like orphans squabbling over a contested will.

No. He has given us His very Spirit. And this changes everything.
The solution to the chaos of human interpretation is not a pope, a

council, or a new denomination. The solution is a Person. The Holy Spir-
it is not a passive force; He is the active, personal, and willing Teacher of
the church.

The Promise of the Teacher
On the night before His crucifixion, Jesus made a series of profound

promises about this Teacher that directly address our problem of divi-
sion.

● "But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you
of everything I have said to you." ( John 14:26)

● "But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you
into all the truth." ( John 16:13)

Please notice the verbs: He will teach... He will remind... He will
guide.

This is not a one-time event at Pentecost. This is the ongoing, perma-
nent ministry of the Holy Spirit to every believer. The same Spirit who
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inspired the writing of Scripture (2 Peter 1:21) is the same Spirit who il-
luminates its meaning for us today.

How the Teacher Works
The story in the parking lot is a perfect case study. The Holy Spirit

did not send a lightning bolt from heaven. He did not audibly shout the
correct interpretation. He worked through the situation with gentle, sov-
ereign precision.

1. He Creates a Need: He allowed the young believer's anxiety
to surface, introducing a pastoral need (fear about the after-
life) that was separate from the theological debate.

2. He Uses a Heart of Compassion: He used the other man's
sincere desire to comfort, bypassing his prideful desire to be
right.

3. He Illuminates the Text: As the man read the words of com-
fort from John 14, the Spirit opened his eyes to see the deep-
er, foundational truth within them—the certainty of Christ's
promise, which is the very essence of the hope he had been ar-
guing against.

4. He Brings Conviction, Not Condemnation: The man was
not shamed. He was humbled. He was corrected with such
grace that he could smile and walk away in peace, his wrong
doctrine dismantled by a revelation of the character of Christ.

This is how the Spirit guides us into truth. It is often a process, not a
pronouncement. It requires our participation—our willingness to be led,
to be comforted, and to have our assumptions challenged.

The Humble Posture of a Student
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If the Holy Spirit is the Teacher, then this dictates our proper pos-
ture: that of a humble student. This has profound implications for how
we approach the Bible and each other.

● We Read to Listen, Not Just to Learn. We open Scripture
not merely as a text to be analyzed, but as a conversation to be
had. We ask, "Spirit, what are you saying to me through this?"
before we ask, "How can I use this to prove my point?"

● We Hold Our Interpretations Lightly. We recognize that
our understanding is "through a glass, darkly" (1 Corinthians
13:12, KJV). We can be confident in the core truths of the
faith while remaining humble and open-handed about our
specific doctrinal distinctives.

● We Trust the Teacher to Teach Others. This is the great lib-
erator. We don't have to be everyone's Holy Spirit. We can pre-
sent the truth in love and then trust that the same Spirit who
lives in us is perfectly capable of guiding our brother or sister.
This takes the pressure off us to "win" every argument.

The man in the parking lot was freed the moment he stopped being
a debater and became a student again. The Spirit used his own act of pas-
toral care to teach him a profound theological lesson. The franchise had
given him answers, but the Spirit gave him revelation.

The fractured family of God will not be put back together by a new
statement of faith, but by a fresh submission to the Spirit of faith. He is
the one who can take our many voices and interpretations and harmo-
nize them into a song of unified truth, if only we have the humility to let
Him conduct.

16 BRANDT



Arguing Like Family
A Guide to Disagreeing in Love When Unity is on the Line

We've established the problem: pride divides. We've embraced the
solution: the Spirit guides. Now, what does this look like in the messy re-
ality of a conversation where two Christians see things differently?

It means learning to argue like family.
In a healthy family, a disagreement doesn't mean you stop being

brothers. The goal isn't to win; the goal is to restore understanding and
strengthen the relationship. The goal is to find the truth together, because
you care more about the person than you do about the point.

This is the opposite of a debate. A debate is a contest with a winner
and a loser. A family discussion is a collaborative search for understand-
ing. Here is a practical guide for how to shift from the first to the second.

The Ground Rules for a Family Discussion
1. Pray First, and Pray During.
This is the non-negotiable first step. Before you open your mouth,

open your heart.

● Your Private Prayer: "Holy Spirit, stand in this conversation.
Guard my heart from pride. Guard my brother's heart from
defensiveness. Guide us into your truth, and if I am wrong,
give me the humility to see it."

● The Shared Prayer (if appropriate): "Brother, can we just
take a moment and ask the Spirit to guide us before we talk
about this?" This immediately changes the atmosphere from
combat to collaboration.

2. Listen to Understand, Not to Rebut.
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This is the hardest skill. Most of us, while the other person is talking,
are already formulating our counter-argument. We are hearing their
words, but we are not listening to their heart.

● The Practice: When they finish speaking, try rephrasing
what they said. "So, if I'm hearing you correctly, you're saying
that you see this verse meaning [X] because of [Y]. Is that
right?" This ensures you understand their position and makes
them feel heard, which dramatically lowers defenses.

3. Lead with "I" Statements, Not "You" Accusations.
The words we choose can either build a bridge or detonate a bomb.

● Instead of: "You're taking that verse out of context!" (An ac-
cusation)

● Try: "I've always understood that verse in the context of
the surrounding passage, which seems to emphasize [Z]. How
do you see that context influencing the meaning?" (An invita-
tion)

● Instead of: "Your denomination totally misunderstands
grace!" (A broadside attack)

● Try: "The tradition I was taught in has emphasized [A]
about grace. I'm curious to understand how your tradition has
shaped your view on this." (A respectful inquiry)

4. Ask Humble, Guiding Questions.
Play the role of the Holy Spirit. Gently lead them (and yourself ) to-

ward truth with questions, not declarations. This is exactly what the Spir-
it did in the parking lot—He prompted a question.
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● "What do you think is the core truth God is trying to com-
municate in this passage?"

● "How does your interpretation of this verse fit with the
overall story of the Gospel?"

● "Can you help me understand how you reconcile this verse
with [a related verse that seems to point a different direc-
tion]?"

5. Know the "Essentials" and Extend Grace on the "Opinions."
This is the framework that allows for peace. We must distinguish be-

tween first-tier, gospel-level doctrines and second or third-tier issues.

● Tier 1 (The Foundation): The Deity of Christ, Salvation by
Grace through Faith, the Authority of Scripture, the Trinity.
On these, there is little room for compromise, as they define
the core of the faith.

● Tier 2 (Important but not Salvation Issues): Mode of bap-
tism, spiritual gifts, end-times timelines. Here, we can hold
strong convictions while still extending full fellowship to
those who disagree.

● Tier 3 (Matters of Preference): Worship style, Bible trans-
lation, specific church practices. These should never be causes
for division.

Before you engage in a difficult conversation, ask yourself: "What
tier is this issue on?" It will determine the appropriate level of intensity.

6. Be the First to Say, "I Was Wrong."
There is no more powerful act to break the spirit of pride. If the Holy

Spirit reveals to you in the middle of a discussion that you have been mis-
taken, embrace it! Say it out loud. "You know, as I'm talking, I'm realiz-
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ing that my position might not hold up. I think I might be wrong about
that." This is not losing. This is winning a victory over your own flesh. It
is one of the most spiritually mature things you can do.

The Goal is a Deeper Unity, Not Uniformity
The outcome of a family discussion should not be that one person

surrenders and both now have identical thoughts. The outcome should
be a deeper respect for one another, a broader understanding of God's
truth, and a reinforced bond of love.

Sometimes, you will agree to disagree, and that's okay. You can still
take communion together. You can still worship side-by-side. You can
still call each other "brother" and "sister."

Because the foundation of your unity was never your perfect, shared
understanding of every doctrinal nuance. The foundation of your unity
is the blood of Jesus Christ and the shared Spirit who lives within you
both. When you argue like family, you are simply trusting that founda-
tion to hold, even when your interpretations differ.
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One Body, One Spirit, One Hope
A Call to the Fractured Family

We began this journey in a parking lot, witnessing a moment of di-
vine interruption. We saw the Corinthian Cancer—the ancient sin of
factionalism—and traced its metastasis into the modern denominations
and tribes that fragment Christ's body. We diagnosed the root cause as
the idolatry of "right" doctrine, where pride twists our love for truth into
a weapon against our own family.

But we did not stop there. We discovered the antidote: the humble,
willing, and powerful ministry of the Holy Spirit, the Ultimate Teacher
who guides all who seek Him into truth. And we equipped ourselves
with a new way to communicate—not as debaters, but as family.

Now, we stand at the end of this exploration, facing a simple, pro-
found choice: Will we continue in the way of Corinth, or will we em-
brace the way of Christ?

The way of Corinth is the path of pride. It is well-trodden, familiar,
and deceptively satisfying. It offers the fleeting thrill of being right, the
comfort of a tight-knit in-group, and the illusion of control that comes
with a systematic, air-tight theology. But its end is isolation, bitterness,
and a body of Christ that limps along, crippled by self-inflicted wounds.

The way of Christ is the path of humility. It is narrower and requires
more courage. It demands that we lay down our intellectual weapons. It
asks us to trust a Person—the Holy Spirit—more than we trust our own
understanding. It requires the vulnerability to say, "I might be wrong,"
and the faith to believe that the same God who saved us is capable of
teaching us.

A Vision of a Spirit-Led Family
Imagine a church not without doctrine, but where doctrine serves to

point us to the wonder of God, not the brilliance of our interpretation.
Imagine a church where a disagreement is not a crisis, but a holy op-

portunity to gather together, open the Word, and pray, "Spirit, teach us."
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Imagine a church where the young believer and the seasoned theolo-
gian can sit side-by-side as equal students in the same classroom, both
humbly dependent on the same Teacher.

This is not a utopian dream. This was God's design from the begin-
ning. This is the reality that broke through in a parking lot when two ar-
guing believers became silent students, and the Spirit revealed the truth
in a way that no human argument ever could.

The hope for the fractured family does not lie in a new program, a
merger of denominations, or the discovery of some perfect, neutral inter-
pretation of the Bible. Our hope is a Person. It is the Holy Spirit.

He is the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:3). He is the Spirit of truth
( John 16:13). He is the one who distributes spiritual gifts to each one for
the common good (1 Corinthians 12:7). He is the only force on earth
powerful enough to harmonize our diverse, broken, and prideful hearts
into a unified song of worship to Jesus.

The walls we have built between us are not made of stone and mortar.
They are made of pride, fear, and dogmatic certainty. And the only thing
that can melt them is the humble, relentless, unifying fire of the Holy
Spirit.

So, let this book end not as a final word, but as an invitation. An in-
vitation to lay down your franchise's flag. An invitation to approach your
next disagreement not as a battle to be won, but as a family discussion to
be had. An invitation to trust the Teacher.

The prayer is simple. It is the prayer that changed a parking lot argu-
ment into a sanctuary. It is the prayer that can change the world. Lord,
show us and let us have teachable hearts.

Go, and be the family you were called to be.
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